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The field study course is currently in the early stage of planning. There might be major changes as planning
proceeds.

The class will mainly be held in Europe during a field study tour, which will lead is to Germany, the
Netherlands, and Belgium, three key players in the EU (European Union).

The overall topic of the field study is regional industry and economic development. Our focus will be especially
on industrial developments related to sustainable development and carbon neutrality. We will visit regional
projects and talk to regional decision makers, as well as visiting the EU institutions in Brussels where we will
learn about the guiding influence of the EU with respect to green policies (green deal) and regional industry
and economic developments.

In addition, we will visit a partner university of KGU, where students will be given plenty opportunities to
exchange opinions with local students and experience first-hand different thinking and perceptions regarding
our topics in different locations. Students will participate in three lectures before departure, where they will
learn basic about the politics, economy, and industry in the EU (European Union), and development with
respect to sustainability and carbon neutrality. After returning to Japan students will compile and present
reports about a topic, they have paid especially attention to during the field study tour.
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Students of this course will gain a practical understanding of the EU (European Union) as the most important
decision-making body regarding economies and industries in Europe. They will learn how decisions are made
and how they are then realized on the national and regional levels. Concentrating on sustainable development,
renewable energies, carbon neutrality and sustainable forms of mobility they will see and learn first-hand how
local administration, interest groups and businesses approach these issues and what projects (businesses) they
pursue.
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